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BGSU celebrates $100,000,000 mark in fund-raising campaign
The University has reached the $100,000,000 milestone in its major fund-raising campaign,
University officials have announced.
Begun in 2002. Building Dreams: The Centennial Campaign for Bowling Green State University is a multiyear, national fund-raising effort with a goal of $120 million. The campaign is
scheduled to end in December 2008.
"We are extremely pleased to reach this point in the campaign," said campaign co-chair Ronald Whitehouse of Free Union, Va. "Our donors are showing their commitment to the University and their belief in our mission, and they inspire us to continue on."
The money raised by the campaign will be used both for capital improvement projects and
a variety of programs and areas. from the arts to business to athletics and community
outreach.
Targeted are the BGeXperience, a universitywide program to foster analytical thinking and
principled graduates; WBGU-lV, the President's Leadership Academy, and endowed scholarships, which have increased by more than 345 since the beginning of the campaign.
Jump-starting the fund drive early on were gifts at the one million dollar level and above
pledged for the Dallas-Hamilton Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership, the Sebo Athletic
Center and the Wolfe Center for the Arts.
The campaign surged forward by a record $15,912,966 in private donations in fiscal year
2005-06, said Marcia Sloan Latta, campaign director and senior associate vice president for
University advancement.
"We're grateful to the 54,000 alumni, employees and friends who have gotten behind the effort," she said.
Campaign co-chair Kermit Stroh, of Wapakoneta, said, "Our goal is in sight, and every donation, no matter how big or how small, helps us help our students and keep the University
moving forward. We're energized by reaching the $100,000,000 mark, and excited to see
what the next year brings."

Stalking deadly plant pathogens: BGSU researchers find clues
in genes
As Wood County farmers can tell you, it has been an especially bad year for soybean root
rot. Ors. Paul Morris and Vipapom Phuntumart, BGSU biologists, are part of an international
group of 53 scientists working to decode the genomes of the pathogen that causes the
destruction, with hopes of derailing it.
Their work is crucial. If left unchecked, the pathogens could destroy not just soybeans but
also some of the nation's most valued forest, and their effects could be felt from coast to
coast.
The results of Morris and Phuntumart's research was reported by lead author Dr. Brett Tyler
of the Virginia Bioinformatics Institute in the Sept. 1 edition of the journal Science, describing
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the genome sequence of two important plant pathogens: Phytophthora sojae and Phytophthora ramorum.
"Phytophthora sojae is a major pathogen of soybeans in the United States, and the economic
damage caused by this pathogen was especially evident this year in Wood County," Morris
explained. "While Ohio farmers may not recognize the name Phytophthora (Latin for plant
destroyer) they have certainly seen the impact of P. sojae-the causative agent of soybean
root rot in their soybean fields."
Heavy spring rains soon after planting favor spread of the pathogen, resulting in stunting of
plants and death of all the plants in low-lying areas.
The economic impact of this pathogen nationwide is estimated to be one to two billion dollars annually. Planting genetically resistant strains is the principle means of minimizing crop
losses, but Ohio fields already contain strains of the pathogen that are capable of overwhelming all the soybean cultivars that are presently in use, Morris said.
A national menace
Enter the plant biologists. Wrth the completion of the Human Genome Sequencing project,
the major gene-sequencing centers have turned their attention to the genomes of other
organisms.
Attacking not only soybeans, Phythophthora species include some of the most destructive
plant pathogens, which cause disease in many agricultural crops.
"These organisms have a fungal-like growth habit but are classified in a separate kingdom
from fungi," Morris said. "Certainly the most famous of this group of organisms is Phytophthora infestans, the causative agent of the Irish potato famine of the 1840s and today the
most important worldwide pathogen of potatoes."
Other species in this family are major pathogens of apple and citrus orchards, cocoa,
vegetables and forest species. The second strain that was sequenced, P. ramorum, which
recently arrived on the West Coast, attacks and kills more than 40 species. (See http://nature.
berkeley.edu/comtflhtmVp_ramorum_overview.html.)
The impact has been particularly severe on the coastal range ecosystem because the native
oak species killed by P. ramorum were the dominant vegetation on those hills. Because this
pathogen infects many woody species, including many popular horticultural shrubs, there
is concern that it might be accidentally transferred to the East Coast, where its introduction
would likely lead to the destruction of oak forests along the Appalachian Range.
When the sequence was first released in June 2004 by the Department of Energy's Joint
Genome Institute, species experts from around the world were invited to an "Annotation
Jamboree" in Walnut Creek, Cal., to begin the task of deciphering the unique features of the
genome.
"That experience of being in the first group to look at a newly completed genome is easily the
most exciting week that I have had as a biologist," Morris recalled.
Coding for disease-carrying proteins
The BGSU researchers were particularly interested in genes encoding membrane proteins.
Membrane proteins are especially important in all plant pathogens because they are likely
to be involved in the perception of external signals and in the transport of ions and organic
substances across membranes.
During infection, such proteins may be involved in the delivery of toxins to host tissues and
in exporting toxins produced by the plant response to infection. This has implications for
humans attempting to treat illness, the researchers noted.

BGSU

Compared to fungal pathogens, the genome of the Phytophthora species contains about
50 percent more genes. This higher number of genes is also reflected in a family of proteins
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called ABC transporters. In cancer patients, increased ABC transporters results in the failure
of chemotherapy because these proteins are capable of pumping numerous drugs out of
the cell.
In bacterial and fungal pathogens, an increase in ABC transporters results in resistance to
several antibiotics-an emerging and serious problem in hospital settings. The presence of a
large number of different proteins of this family suggests that these pathogens are especially
well equipped to develop tolerance to plant toxins as well as pesticides applied by humans.
For most protein families, comparison of protein sequences across species and even kingdoms can be used to make predictions of protein function. "That won't help us to determine the function of almost all of the ABC proteins in Phytophthora species," Morris said.
"ABC proteins have a modular construction of usually four components. From the protein
sequence, we can assign all of the proteins to a particular subfamily, and we have some
understanding of how they work, but we don't know what substances they are capable of
transporting.
"However, we have already identified a few genes that likely play important roles in the infection process by Phytophthora species in host tissues."
Adapt or perish
The evolutionary consequence of host-pathogen interactions is that both organisms must
continually adapt to changes in defensive or offensive strategies of their opponent, Morris
explained. "We are especially intrigued by ABC transporters because some of these proteins
play a role in infection by protecting the invading pathogen from plant-synthesized toxins.
"Still other pathogen transporters are likely involved in the delivery of toxins to soybean tissues. We hypothesize that transporters that play decisive roles in the infection process will
be undergoing rapid genetic divergence because the plant response has employed counter
measures to minimize the effectiveness of these genes.
"The release of two more genome sequences from this family of plant pathogens will enable
us to employ large-scale bioinformatic approaches to address these questions. The tools of
molecular biology and the wealth of genome data that is accessible via the Internet combine
to make this an exciting time to be a biologist."

Giordano clues in the nation about boys
When it comes to the romantic feelings of adolescent boys, not much has been known until
now, and there have been many misconceptions. But readers and television viewers nationwide learned the groundbreaking results of a study into those feelings when Dr. Peggy Giordano was featured in the Sept 4 issue of Time magazine and on "Good Morning America"
Aug.28.
In an extensive article titled "The Secret Love Lives of Teenage Boys," Time described what
Giordano, a Distinguished Research Professor of sociology, and Ors. Monica Longmore and
Wendy Manning, also sociology, discovered in their Toledo Adolescent Relationships Study.
(See the full story in the May 15, 2006, Monitor at http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/mc/monitor/05-15-06/index.html.)

As Time relates, Giordano became interested in boys' romantic feelings when she was
looking through a high school yearbook as part of another study and found surprisingly
heartfelt messages from boys to girts. The results of the ensuing study appeared in the April
issue of American Sociological Review, the bimonthly journal of the American Sociological
Association.

BGSU

She was interviewed on-campus by "Good Morning America" Aug. 17 for the Aug. 28
broadcast.
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Giordano has also been quoted in the Washington Times, Chicago Tribune, Toronto Globe
and Mail, and in numerous other local, national and international newspapers and online
sites. She was also interviewed on HealthBeat, a radio program of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services. To listen to the show, visit www.hhs.gov.
Commenting on her sudden "media celebrity," Giordano said, "My colleagues Wendy
Manning, Monica Longmore and I have been involved in the process of collecting and analyzing these data since 1999. We are very pleased with the rapport we've built up with Toledoarea teens involved in the project, and also that our work is beginning to appear in scholarty
journals.
"Still, it has been fun to work with the Time reporter and 'GMA' staff to communicate the
results to a different, wider audience. This has also been good publicity for graduate students
involved in the project, as it provides an easy way to describe to friends and relatives the kind
of work that they do."

English department to unveil paintings by Beat artist, poet
Lawrence Ferlinghetti
The English department will celebrate the installation of two original works by the noted
Beat era poet and artist Lawrence Ferlinghetti at a 5:30 p.m. open house Friday (Sept 8) in
the East Hall Atrium. The event will feature a brief history of the paintings and readings of
Ferlinghetti's work.
Ferlinghetti is best known for his book A Coney Island of the Mind, which was published in
1958 and became one of the 20th century's best-selling volumes of poetry. He also became
famous as a champion of artistic freedom for publishing Allen Ginsberg's Howl in City Lights
books, for which Ferlinghetti was tried and acquitted on obscenity charges.
His acquittal was a victory for freedom of expression, and his long support of the poets and
artists of the Beat movement helped establish them as an important American literary
movement
Ferlinghetti is also an accomplished painter. The English department received two of his
works, preserved and donated to the University by David Shevin of Fairmount, Ohio, an
M.FA alumnus of the Creative Writing Program, and Or. Larry Smith, an emeritus professor of
English, and restored and framed by BGSU's School of Art.
In 1996, while working at the Tranquil Spaces Art Co-op in Sandusky, Ferlinghetti painted
two stylized nudes on the studio wall. A vandal painted clothing onto the nudes, covering the
figures' genitals and the woman's breasts. Rather than restore the painting, Ferlinghetti chose
to make the vandal's action part of it. He left the painted clothing as it was and wrote a message over it questioning the motives of those who would censor artistic expression: "These
pure figures were painted by the artist without clothes, as in the Garden of Eden. Some guiltridden lost soul added the fig leaves."
The paintings hang today in East Hall to represent the Department of English's commitment
to artistic and academic freedom.
The event is sponsored by the English department, the Creative Writing Program and the
Black Swamp Literary Society.
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IN BRIEF
'Where Ideas Learn to Fly' exhibit at Jerome Library
"Where Ideas Learn to Fly," a traveling Ohio Early Childhood Education exhibition, is on dis-

Job Postings

play now through Oct. 6 at Jerome library.

Obituaries

The interactive exhibit, displayed on the second floor of the library, illustrates the implementation of Reggio Emilia practices and principles in the classroom. The teaching approach
stresses the formation of fundamental relationships between teachers. children and families
in an educational setting.
Developed by educators in the town of Reggio Emilia in Italy, the concept was introduced
to Ohio's early childhood educators through an exhibit titled "The Hundred Languages of
Children." The educational approach emphasizes early childhood education through projects
directed in part by the children, the use of art. music and other media, heavy parental involvement and teachers who also are learners.
Eleven. 4-by-8-feet panels in the traveling exhibit feature interactive elements as well as

research.

It's picnic time again
Come to the All-Campus Picnic and Campus Fest Friday (Sept. 8) on the lawn in front of
University Hall and the Bowen-Thompson Student Union Oval.

CALENDAR
Monday, Sept. 4
Labor Day, No classes, offices closed.

ate students, noon-1 p.m .• Women's Center,
107 Hanna Hall.
Concert, by the Ase Duo, 8 p.m., Bryan
Recital Hall, Moore Musical Arts Center.

Tuesday. Sept. 5
College of Arts and Sciences Forum. "An
American in Salzburg." with the Ase Duo,
pianist Stan Ford and violinist Ashley Home.
noon-1:15 p.m., 202B Bowen-Thompson
Student Union. Lunch will be served at noon
($6.55 plus tax). Those not having lunch may
come at 12:30 p.m. for the free performance.
Open House, Weight Watchers at Work.
noon-1p.m.,314 Union.
Faculty Senate, 2:30 p.m., McFall Center
Assembly Room.
Film Screening, "Almost Myself: Reflections
on Mending and Transcending Gender,"
by Tom Murray, 7 p.m., Gish Film Theater,
Hanna Hall.
Wednesday, Sept. 6

Brown Bag Luncheon, "Ethical Research:

BGSU

Balancing Academic and Service Commitments." by Radhika Gajjala. communication
studies, and communication studies gradu-

Thursday, Sept. 7
Creative Writing Program MFA Readings,
by Gary McDowell, poetry. and Beth Kaufka,
fiction, 7:30 p.m., Prout Chapel.
Friday, Sept. 8
All-Campus Picnic/Campus Fest, 11 a.m.3 p.m., lawns in front of University Hall and
Union. Rain date is Sept. 15.
Women's Soccer vs. Youngstown State, 5
p.m., Cochrane Field.
Open House and Art Unveiling, works by
Beat artist, poet and publisher Lawrence
Ferlinghetti, 5:30-7 p.m., East Hall Atrium.
Sponsored by the English department, the
Creative Writing Program and the Black
Swamp literary Society.
Artist Talk, by photographer Clarissa Sligh,
whose exhibition "Jake in Transition from
Female to Male" is in the Willard Wankelman
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Gallery, 6:30 p.m., 204 Fine Arts Center.
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Football vs. Buffalo, 3 p.m., Doyt Perry
Stadium.
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Sunday, Sept. 10

Obituaries

Faculty Artist Series, "Convergence-An
Exploration of Language, Myth and Sound,"
with Nina Assimakopoulos, flute, and Robert Satterlee, piano, 3 p.m., Bryan Recital
Hall, Moore Musical Arts Center.
Sunday Matinees, a double feature of "My
Little Chickadee" (1940), with Mae West and
W.C. Fields, and "Cops" (1922), with Buster
Keaton, 3 p.m., Gish Film Theater, Hanna
Hall. Hosted by film historian Jan Wahl.
Monday, Sept. 11

Art Talk, with Kevin Tavin, art education
faculty member at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, 6:30 p.m., 1101 Fine Arts
Center. Sponsored by the School of Art.
Continuing Events
Sept. 8-10
Caryl Crane Children's Theatre Production, "Winnie-the-Pooh," dramatized by
Kristin Sergei. Performances are at 7:30
p.m. Sepl 8 and 9, and 2:30 p.m. Sepl
10, McBride Auditorium, BGSU Firelands.
To order tickets, call 2-0747. The box office
will open at 1 p.m. Tuesday-Friday and at 3
p.m. Saturday. Tickets are $6 for senior citizens, $8 for other adults and $5 for school-

children. Group rates of $6 per person are
available for groups of 15 or more.
Sept. 8-26

Art Exhibition, "Contemporary Art-Western Spring Break Trip," BGSU student art,
Union Art Galleries. GallPry hours are 8
a.m.-9 p.m. Monday-Saturday and 10 a.m.9 p.m. Sundays.
Through Sept. 17

Art Exhibition, "Jake in Transition from
Female to Male," photographs by Clarissa
Sligh of a person in the midst of a sex
change, juxtaposed with an account of the
pre-Civil War escape of disguised slaves
from a Virginia plantation, Willard Wankelman Gallery, Fine Arts Center. A traveling
exhibition courtesy of the VISUal Studios
Workshop. Gallery hours are 10 am.- 4 p.m.
Tuesday-Saturday and 1-4 p.m. Sundays.
Through Sept. 20

Art Exhibition, sculpture by Karen Gallup,
little Gallery, BGSU Firelands. Gallery hours
are 9 am.-5 p.m. weekdays.
Through Oct. 6

Art Exhibition, "Color: Ten African-American Artists," personal expressions of race
and identity from artists working in craft media including clay, glass, metal, wood and
fiber. Dorothy Uber Bryan Gallery, Fine Arts
Center. Gallery hours are 10 am.-4 p.m.
Tuesday-Saturday and 1-4 p.m. Sundays•

. JOB POSTINGS
FACULTY
Criminal Justice. Assistant ProfessorBGSU Firelands. Call Steve Lab, 2-2326.
Deadline: Ocl 13.
Philosophy. Assistant Professor (two
positions). Call the department, 2-2117.
Deadline: Nov. 15.
Psychology. Assistant Professor. Call John
McCauley, 2-6013. Deadline: Dec. 1.

BGSU

Contact the Office of Human Resources
at 419-372-8421 for information regarding classified and administrative positions.

Position vacancy announcements may be
viewed by visiting the HR Web site at
http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/ohr/.
Employees wishing to apply for these positions must sign a "Request for Transfer"
form and attach an updated resume or data
sheet This information must be turned in to
Human Resources by the job deadline.
CLASSIFIED
On-campus classified:
http://www.bgsu.edu/officeslohr/employment/BGSU_only/page11151.html
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Off-campus classified:

ADMINISTRATIVE

http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/ohr/employment/cl_staff/page11145.html

http://www.bgsu.edu/offices/ohr/employment/adm_staff/page11137.html
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OBITUARY
Dawn Lally, 36, died Aug. 26 in Haskins. She had worked part time in the College of Health
and Human Services communication disorders department from 1997 until this month, when
she began full-time work in the dean's office and college advising center.
Wilbur Bankey, 93, died Aug. 27 in Bowling Green. He was the purchasing manager for the
University from 1946-75.
Milton Wilson, 83, a professor emeritus of legal studies, died Aug. 30 in Medina. He taught
at BGSU from 1968-82.
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